THE   NET  GAIN                             Q,6l
Of themselves these untoward, or rather prospectively
untoward, changes have, at least hitherto, brought no posi-
tive or absolute weakening of the material foundations of
the Imperial State. But war and dynastic politics are emu-
,lative enterprise, competitive 5 and in competitive enterprise
strength is a rektive, not an absolute, magnitude. While
the Fatherland has been gaining in material powers, its com-
petitors in world politics have also been gaining 5 and lat-
terly these competitors have on the whole been gaining at a
cumulatively accelerating rate.
Other European countries, as, e.g.) France, Italy, Russia,
and the minor and outlying nations, have also increasingly
come in for the usufruct of the same British machine tech-
nology to which Imperial Germany owes its dominant pkce
in the industrial world; and while none of them may have
made, or even prospectively will be expected to make, gains
of the same absolute importance as those recently made by
Germany, they still have already begun to narrow the lead
of Germany in the industrial field. Their larger resources,
more commodious empkcement, and greater aggregate
mass will make their competition sufficiently serious even
without the same efficiency per capita. So, e.g., even on a
smaller coefficient, Russia, with its large mass and unlimited
resources, might be counted on presently to overtake Ger-
many in point of aggregate industrial strength, and there-
fore presumably in point of warlike capadtyj and Russia
has of kte been making disquieting advances in modern
industry,
Rektively to the situation at large, therefore, Germany
has ktterly been gaining, if at all, only at a lessened rate.